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CYCLONE SEROJA — NORTHAMPTON COMMUNITY FOOTBALL 
Statement 

HON SANDRA CARR (Agricultural) [9.56 pm]: President, I rise today to recognise the incredible efforts of 
members of the Northampton community in their ongoing efforts to recover and rebuild following the devastation 
of the impact of cyclone Seroja, and the fantastic work of former AFL player Andrew Lockyer in assisting the 
Northampton community recovery via the AFL Rams Community Support Fund. 
On the weekend, I had the pleasure of joining the Northampton community at the AFL Rams Community Support 
Fund league game coordinated by Andrew Lockyer, between the Northampton Rams and the Towns Bulldogs. 
I attended the game with the Minister for Emergency Services, Reece Whitby, MLA; the member for Geraldton, 
Lara Dalton, MLA; the Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner, Darren Klemm; Superintendent Craig Smith; 
and the state recovery controller, Melissa Pexton, who all attended to support the Northampton community. The 
AFL Rams Community Support Fund league game was a fundraising event that yielded many benefits to the 
local Northampton community, including funds well in excess of $40 000, and a much-needed opportunity for 
the community to gather, relax and enjoy a great boost to a community heaving under the heavy burden of the 
mammoth task of rebuilding. 

Along with recognising the fantastic efforts of Andrew Lockyer in coordinating this event for his community, I also 
acknowledge the efforts of another former AFL player Harry Taylor who played for the Rams on the day and 
earned valuable dollars for every goal he kicked—a whopping $11 000 in total. Thanks must also go to West Coast 
Eagles star, the legendary Josh Kennedy, who spent the day kicking the footy with kids, signing everything from 
footies to pregnant bellies, and tolerating the attention of starstruck fans like me. These men of football, who all hail 
from the Northampton region, are a tribute to the kinds of people the Northampton community produces—people 
who understand that community support is a reciprocal arrangement and who have thrown the weight of their footy 
fame behind the cyclone recovery efforts. 

The Northampton Town Football Club, where the game was played, is currently surrounded by rich rolling 
green paddocks that make it difficult to comprehend the havoc wreaked upon the landscape less than three months 
ago, yet the rich green landscape that surrounds Northampton today, the result of some consistent winter rains, has 
for many also compounded some of the property damage already suffered from the cyclone. It has meant further 
damage to properties, due to both rain and more damaging winds, and for a number of residents this has also resulted 
in the need for additional insurance claims. Some have found themselves underinsured whereas previously they 
were not. 

Although the rains may well have given cause for farmers to feel optimistic about potential yields, that optimism 
will have to sit on the backburner while those farmers, having now finished the intensive task of seeding, can finally 
commence the job of repairing and rebuilding damage to the structures on their properties. Suffice to say the needs 
of the Northampton community are ongoing and the rebuilding efforts will need to be significant. These ongoing 
needs of the community are recognised by members of the Red Cross, who were a welcome presence at the game 
on the weekend, moving amongst the locals and connecting with the community. The hand-knitted teddy bears 
they handed out to the kids were a huge hit, and between the free teddy bears and the ready access to Josh Kennedy, 
I think it is safe to say that their smiles were wider than Kennedy’s arm span. The Red Cross has been a presence in 
the community, operating from the Northampton Memorial Hall and the RSL since the cyclone hit. It is now focusing 
its efforts on outreach, travelling out to people in the area to offer a supportive ear, check in on their wellbeing, 
and assist with any of their specific individual needs. 

In addition, I recognise the efforts of the Shire of Northampton, which is responsible not only for Northampton, 
but also Kalbarri, a mammoth responsibility at any time, let alone in the wake of a cyclone as devastating as 
Seroja. The shire CEO, Gary Keefe, the shire president, Craig Simkin, and the Northampton Cyclone Response 
Committee have worked tirelessly to support the people in their community impacted by the cyclone and have 
been integral in supporting and advocating for them during this incredibly difficult time. They welcomed the 
opportunity to have the Minister for Emergency Services, Reece Whitby, attend the game to speak with and support 
their community. 

To date, the state government has approved around $10 million in assistance and support for residents affected by 
cyclone Seroja, with support programs still open, and crisis accommodation options available for anyone requiring 
assistance. The Northampton shire indicated it was incredibly heartened by Minister Whitby’s advice on the day 
that the state government is working on a joint funding package with the commonwealth, and his recognition of the 
ongoing need for temporary accommodation, which will be met by the joint funding package. That support will 
include temporary accommodation for people who have been made homeless, as well as for housing the tradespeople 
we will need in the area to help with the rebuild. 
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In making the AFL Rams community support fundraising game possible, thanks must be extended to Northampton 
Football Club, in particular Damian Harris and Kate Box; East Fremantle Football Club; AFL Rams; West Coast 
Eagles and Fremantle Dockers; Channel 7 and Rory Campbell; Steve Butler, and all those who donated items for the 
auction; the players from both the Rams and Towns Football Clubs; and the broader Northampton community, for 
their resilience and determination to be proactive in supporting each other and rebuilding their community. 

Although the impact of the cyclone may be a slowly abating memory for those not directly affected, for those still 
suffering from the devastation, the need for support and assistance remains stark, confronting and dauntingly real. 
The AFL Rams support fund, established by Andrew Lockyer, can be found on Facebook. I urge everyone who is 
able to make a donation to support Northampton and the surrounding community. Thank you. 
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